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HISTORIC HTARDWARE | God’s Own Guitars

ince the late 90s, Tain Henderson
has been collecting guitars,
selecting models known for
their association with notable
players, including some of
the instruments owned by the artists
themselves. Although the idea of lending
out your prized possessions would horrify
most collectors, in 2018 Tain decided to
share the love and launched God’s Own
Guitars, passionately believing that his
guitars were made to be played.

“I thought how nice it would be to keep
hold of them while allowing other people to
appreciate them, too,” Iain tells us. “I mean,
it’s a shame when they just get left in cases
not being played. That was the original idea
behind God’s Own Guitars. The sharing
economy has become quite popular with
companies such as Fat Llama bringing
lenders and borrowers together. It’s a great
idea when it comes to expensive gear of any
type that you might only use a handful of
times. People also like the sharing economy
because it can help them declutter their
lives abit. I mean, power tools are a good
example; you might not want to fork out for
something you only use occasionally. And
the same is often true of guitars.”

Although the guitar industry has
experienced a major boom overall this
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lain Henderson, owner of London-based guitar hire firm God’s Own
Guitars, explains how he has turned instrument collecting into a niche
business by sharing his love for the guitars of the greats

Words Rod Brakes Photography Olly Curtis

- pastyear, with London on lockdown the
pandemic has hit Iain’s business hard.
Unable to gig and travel, and with more
- time at home to kill, people have simply
been buying more guitars. Gibson and
Martin have reported monumental boosts
- insales during the pandemic, while Fender
has stated 2020 as being its best year for
guitar sales to date. This trend has also
| beenreflected across the used instruments
marketplace, as prices have spiked. Right
now, it’s a seller’s market. But Iain hasn’t let
that put him off tweaking his inventory as
business slowly begins to pick up again.
“There are two main things that impacted
the business” explains Iain. “First, no-one
was able totravel. About a third of the
business comes from people travelling to
London from outside the UK, including
musicians on tour, plus I tend to deliver the

“I thought it would be nice
to keep hold of the guitars
while allowing others to
appreciate them, too”

- guitars personally. But last week, I did my

 first hire in 15 months to someone visiting

- the UK who needed a guitar to play in their

- hotel room. They were visiting for 10 days,
and they fancied the ex-Alex Trimble [Two
Door Cinema Club] 2016 Martin LX1 Little
Martin, made famous by Ed Sheeran. That’s
the sort of thing I expect we’ll see more and
more of in the near future, hopefully.

“It tends to be musicians and studios
hiring guitars, but people hire them for
photoshoots and film shoots quite a bit,
too. We also get the occasional random
request. One of the more memorable ones
was when somebody hired out that Martin
LX1 for amarriage proposal. This guy was
coming from China with his girlfriend/
fiancée-to-be and had booked into a B&B
in Greenwich. T had to go there first and
drop the guitar off so he could later ‘stumble
acrossit’, serenade her and then propose.
Veryromantic!

“The second thing is that people have
beenbuyinga lotof guitars recently. If you
look at the auction prices over the past 12
months, vou'll see they’ve shot up. But it’s
actually turned out okay. For the first couple
of months in lockdown, virtually nobody
was hiring It was like a ghost town across
the whole of the UK. But by June 2020,

- -

| there was a rickle of people — who were
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HISTORIC HARDWARE

1. 1934 National Style O
Resonator with open
headstock and 12-fret
neck. Mark Knopfler
famously played a

2. From left to right:
Hendrix-style 1962
Fender Duo-Sonic,
Cobain-inspired 1996
Fender Jagstang, and

similar model with 2016 Fender Johnny
a closed headstock Marr Jaguar
and 14-fret neck
2.1963 Gibson J-160E:
these unigue Gibson
dreadnoughts are well
regarded for being

choice instruments
of John Lennon and
George Harrison

“Producer Rob Cass asked
if he could get hold of our
1953 Ibanez TSS9 Tube
Screamer for Kirk [Hammett
to record Greeny with”

|

| God’s Own Guitars

- mainly doing recording projects and video
- shoots. And there were some people who

wanted to hire three or four guitars for
several months to give themselves time to
decide what they wanted to buy. In the end,

- lastyear worked out okay; the turnover was

~ around two thirds of 2019. Now, it seems

like it’s really comingback again. In fact,
there are some days when it seems like it’s
almost too busy!”

With the used market especially active,

- Tain has been able to make some additions
. tothe collection, while finding new homes

- for ahandful of notable instruments.

“I’'vesold a few guitars recently, like the
2010 Gibson Custom Shop Don Felder
Hotel California EDS-1275” says Iain.
“Ialso sold asigned 2012 Gibson Custom
Shop Kirk Hammett Flying V - number
three of 50 - to one of his biggest fans in the
States. My aim is to swap things in and out
and keep it fresh.

“TI'vejust gota1969 Gibson Barney Kessel
Regular. That’s the one with the crown
inlay on the headstock and nickel-plated
hardware; the Barney Kessel Custom
has fancier inlays and gold hardware.

I've also just got a 60s Fender Mustang -

. famously played by Kurt Cobain- and a’62
. [Epiphone] Coronet like Johnny Marr’s.

That's alovely guitar. It’s really light, but

- withthe P-90ithasa huge sound. I also

picked up an’89 Rickenbacker 330/12 in
Fireglo, like Johnny Marr’s, and went a bit
leftfield with an early 80s Andy Summers-

. style Roland Guitar Synthesizer. The guitar

is a great build and you can playitlike a

regular one, but it does far more, of course.

It’s an analogue synth and it’s a lot of fun”
Also among the collection at God’s Own

Guitars are some Holy Grail effects pedals.
“We focus mainly on guitars,” Iain

- emphasises, “but every now and then

someone will call up in need of a pedal. We
have some really classic stompboxes in the

- inventory from the likes of Lovetone and
. Analog Man. A little while ago, the producer

Rob Cass rangup and asked if he could get
hold of our 1983 Ibanez T'S9 Tube Screamer
for Kirk Hammett to record Greeny with.

He just called up and explained he needed

it for the Peter Green tribute recording at
Abbey Road. He was very kind and took a pic

- ofthe pedal. But that’s the closest I've got to

Greeny so far, 'm afraid!”
So, aside from the old-school method of

- simply picking up the phone, how do people

. goaboutselecting and hiring a guitar from

Iain’s collection?
“The inventory is on our website -

- www.godsownguitars.com,” says Iain.
| “The starting price for hiring a guitar is
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